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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT PO 

SUB J : EANES DISMISSES SOARES 

REF: LISBON 5578 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT EANES DISMISSED MARIO SOARES AS PRIME 
MINISTER LATE JULY 27 AND ASKED THE SOARES GOVERNMENT TO 
REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT TAKES OFFICE. 

EANES IS TO BEGIN CONSULTATIONS JULY 28 WITH THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES ON FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY 

1. EANES DISMISSES SOARES: PRESIDENT EANES ISSUED A 
STATEMENT JULY 27 ANNOUNCING THAT: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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- HE HAD DISMISSED MARIO SOARES AS PRIME MINISTER 
DUE TO THE RUPTURE OF THE PS-CDS ACCORD ON WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY WAS BASED; 

- THE NEED TO ASSURE CONTINUITY REQUIRES THE MEMBERS OF 
THE OUTGOING GOVERNMENT TO REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL A NEW 
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GOVERNMENT TAKES OFFICE; 

- HE WOULD BEGIN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE PARTIES JULY 28 
TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT AND ADDRESS THE COUNTRY SHORTLY. 

2. SOARES QUESTIONS TRANSITION ROLE: AFTER BEING RELIEVED 
AS PRIME MINISTER, MARIO SOARES TOLD THE PRESS THAT A DIS- 
MISSED PRIME MINISTER, AS OPPOSED TO ONE WHO RESIGNS, 

SHOULD LEAVE HIS POSITION IMMEDIATELY. SOARES SAID LATER, 
HOWEVER, THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE AS PRIME MINISTER UNTIL 
EANES'S DISMISSAL DECREE WAS PUBLISHED. THE CDS ANNOUNCED THAT 
ITS CABINET MEMBERS WOULD STAY ON UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT 
TOOK OFFICE. 

3. CONSTITUTIONAL JUSTIFICATION: EANES CITED FOUR 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS IN HIS OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND 
CALLED IN A TEAM OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAWYERS TO CONFIRM HIS 
INTERPRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION REGARDING DISMISSAL 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

CARLOS MOTA PINTO, JORGE MIRANDA, AND MIGUEL GAL V AO TELES 
AGREED THE PRESIDENT COULD DISMISS THE PRIME MINISTER AND 
ASK THE OUTGOING GOVERNMENT TO REMAIN IN PLACE ON AN INTERIM 
BASIS. 

BLOOMFIELD 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, GOVERNMENT REFORM, PERSONNEL SEPARATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LISBON05589 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78031 0-0002 
Format: TEL 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978071 0/aaaaaicm. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9936c06a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LISBON 5578 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1844726 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EANES DISMISSES SOARES 

TAGS: PINT, PO, (SOARES, MARIO), (EANES, ANTONIO DOS SANTOS RAMALHO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9936c06a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



